One possible paradigm for a Receptive Skills Lesson

	Procedure
	Aims

	Introduce the topic and ask students to discuss it briefly

Perhaps ask a few topic-related questions.

D
	To get students interested in the topic.

To help the students understand what kind of text     they’re going to read.

To relax the students

To get the students using topic-related vocabulary

5

	Check that students understand important vocabulary.  Pre-teach it if needed. 

E
	To make sure students know vocabulary that will help them do the reading tasks.  

2

	Students predict the content of the text based on visual or other types of clue.

A
	To help students to use their cultural knowledge to know something of the content of the text in advance and thus reduce the amount of new information they have to process.  

6

	Pre-set simple question(s) that deal with the whole text rather than specific information.    Ask students to listen or read the text.  If a reading text, set a time limit so students don’t try to understand every word.  

F
	To practice reading a text to get the main idea.    

To focus the students’ attention on a easy, simple  task that help them to read without worrying if they don’t understand every single word.  

4

	Check answers to pre-set question(s).

As you are checking comprehension, don’t correct language mistakes.

H
	To check students’ understanding of the overall meaning of the text.

7

	Pre-set more detailed questions and let students listen or read again.  Set a time limit so that students don’t try to translate the entire text.  

I
	To give practice in listening or reading for more detail.

9

	Check answers to detailed questions.

C
	To check students more detailed comprehension of the text.

8

	Plan a language-related activity that realistically and naturally follows on from the reading in some way.

G
	To integrate the reading or listening text into a broader more natural language framework.

3

	Focus on some aspect of the language in the text, e.g., lexis, grammar, etc, and use the text as the starting point for a language focus lesson.

B
	To help students to focus on new grammar or vocabulary in context, which helps to make clear the meaning, form and use of the new language.    

1


