Canale and Swain’s Communicative Competence

There are four components that make up the model.

Grammatical Competence

 Lexis, rules of syntax, sentence-level grammar semantics and phonology.

Discourse Competence
Intersentential relationships: cohesion.

Sociolinguistic Competence

Appropriateness for the social context – roles, shared knowledge of participants, function.

Strategic Competence

Verbal and non-verbal communication strategies that can be used to compensate for a breakdown in communication – due either to aspects of the situation or to lack of competence in other areas.

